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; ‘The crocodile accounts for the Anerlcan Catalopue of Amphibians and

Rentiles, long neslected, are now being assigned and produced. Group

Member Howarad Campbell has been appointed Crocodylia Section Bditor. The

account for Allisator mississinniensis has been assigned to C. Andrew

Ross. CTOCOﬂV]US rhombifer is being done by Luis Varona. Tentative
asslignments of ¢. moreletii and Caiman crocodilug are being arrgnged. Dr.
Campbell hoves to have all New dorld CTOCOdlllun accounts asnsigned by the
end of the year.

The United States Denartment of the Interior has avvointed a formal
°covery Team" to develoo a Recovery Plan and recommend for continued
managenent of the alllgator. Chairman of the Recovery Tcem is Ted Joanen,
Members ere Howard Campbell, Tommy Hines, Ron S. Odom, Mark O. Bara, Bob

Chabreck, Jacob Valentine,'Jr., and John i, Andercon.

Provosals are currently being made to chanse the status of Allisator

mississinniensis and the American ponulation of Crocodvlus acutus on the

Us S, Ende ngered Svecies List. As these nroposzls have not yet avveared in
the Feder 1 Rerister, the editor has no further information at the moment.
‘However, it is not difficult to imagine in Whlch direction the provos
changes go. While there mi; ght concelvablv be lemitimate arsuments on both
sides as reserds the allieator, any comoromise in complete vrotection for

e Florida vonulation of the crocodile would be = gquick dcath uvntence
to this svecies in its intrinsically nrecarious Anerican range.

CUBA

Rene Hone"wné~mbm1to the fol7ow1nv

godata on the status of Crocodvlinsg

s Prof. Dr. He Dathe,
Director, Tiernark Borllnnﬁrleurlchsfoldo Borlln, German Upnocwatnc
?

rhombifer in Cuba. The zource of his informﬂtlnq i

Rerublic (Wast Germany). With menbers of his %oo sbaff, Ur. Dathe vi.ited
Cuba in 1962, 1967, 1968, ~nd 19703 J ,
].962—-—_&1)011% 650—'{")‘()0 .finCCj_M(}ns of C]_ﬂr)c()d-:r]_us I‘]-‘.O"".b:.L'_f‘OI" were k(‘,'{)'t in a f{j_rm

in the Zovsta Dvamn. Heh morialitys due o conniballan and vredation by
1] \ .

VHliﬂqu. ™Moot breedin~ oceurred.

1967=<Pomilstion had dncrenced to abont 2800 cnimals, onid to be C.

roomhifer,  Trcedine snceinens were kent centretely,  Tecs were collecthod
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and incubated both "by natural means" (no details) and artificially,
1968--Ponulatlon had increased to about 12,000 dnlmals, said to be
G; rombifer., dmall crocodiles kent in special onclOJuros. Feeding on
sleughter-house refuse caused imcreazed activity by vultureo. lortality
rate stiJ1 high, ‘

.1970-—Popu1ﬁtion now eJtlﬁhted at 18,000 animals, qamd to be C, rhombifers.
~kbout 4600 juveniles a2t the farm. About 20 breeding units. A diet of
narine fish had been substituted for the diet of slaushter-house refuse, -
owing to infectvous dicense oroblerms caused by the 1ahter.

“iscellancous data: :

The exnort of C. rhombifer is under the sole sunérviaion of Fidel
astro. Larger aninals are being culled for the leather industry.

The crocodile farm et the Zavata Swamp is inereasingly becoming a
tourist attraction. _ :

There were no data on hybridization between r%omblfcr and acutus,

There is said to be a farm fov C. acutus s newnere in Oriente
Province. No exact locality given. ‘ | R

Attemots at cantive breeding of C. rhombifer in the Mavenna zoo have

not been succeasful, owing to overcrOWdlnH. Plans for a new zoo, projected
%o cover 200 hectares, are on the drawing boeord, |
Dr. Dathe Dlﬂns to ~ublish the above 1nlorﬂﬂtwon, with 1]lu strationg, .

in a forihcomwnv 13mue of Der 20010 ~1J0he Garten. i

AFRICA
The following orticle is by Jr. John Hukku, Senior Veterinory Officer,
i~1b2sa, Vanua Levu, Pijis ' ‘

“here have 2ll the crncqﬂ17o° gone?

"One of the most exciting.-sirhts in troviesl Afr lca i1g a midtank of a
sreat rlvor, when the local crocodile novulation, nrcqt and mall, energes
Jrom the water to onend tine ba.tings «dn the nid—aftorﬁoon squn, If this
cene 1s then set aceinst a backeloth of ount Gebel A"elu, the manifolad
cthnice, cultural ond for me—-=veterinary atiractions of the Donalkil resion
ol Gewani, TPuri, Ba'adu Loke, Urfare, Kodo'i, Petoyt Debel Gufferano and
Jeinharra oré aummented bv. the oler ures of unexnceted sirhts of vildlife,

"On our various veterinnry saferis into this ree~ion from carly Yay
LT3 il Inte Pebruery 1974, it was comon to see Awash River midbanks
seconodatine un to Tanr odult (4 m.) erocodiles.  There woere olways
UNeTon.s *ivesture g Frownd.'(ﬁﬂ CM,==2 m,) Donalil vbats (mnﬂ childreon

peer ionnlly) were remlorly baken by the ciococdiles.  The Donsakil nconle
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snoucin.  In addition the

Carevy!'s Zebra ond the-

iazelles, and lion was common enourh

croeodile however,
Lowow Just one baby crocodile of about 4%

inemzelves seldom  shoot crrcodile, thonch hivnosnteorus is a2 fovorite torset.

"Intil mid-Noverber 1973, the crocodile vomlation seemed healthy
come resion cunnorted conite lorse numbers of
fadu, Worthe < Orva, Soenmering! s

iushbuck, two sSnecies of Dik-dil, ILcozer I

clwos Turther outh, I saw Geroenuk,

- [ vepue .
&hfalﬁ Jild Ass on nuicrous occa i g,
"In mid-Pebruery 1?74, the lost oceosion on wiich I led a veterinary
Deneld) resiong, Ovyx, Yoritos ond Geselles werce

s¥xnedition to thet same Don

t1i11 wreceant, tut Tiemomatemus 0@ mbucels hed beeamoe extrerely chy,
of

‘e Nicerd lion once onlyv-=thoush it “illed o crvel the nexd day.
there was neither sisht nor wmonicion. In a Tortaicht

el
crise dn lensth--but nothiag

“roer along a tretceh of some 40 Yms, of the Awash River. I cannot -
slieve that this was a result of some normal b1010f1 ﬂl function. The
Jenekil veonle renorted hevinea seen crocodile only very occasionally.
ey wér,, hewever, noticeably irred by the vrerencec-—the ostentotiougs
resence—-—of high-sneed, licht truclks with white neople ehocrd; veoule of
vhose_bn:inoan in the crea they did not anprove, Need T elaborate?

CMAt & time when the imsortation of crocodile ZMing was nrohibiteqd
by meny (but not 211) western countries, 1t is interestine to sneculnte

o the likely destinetion of lar~e numbers of crocodile sking, It ig zad
snetovhe Wildlife Conscrvation Orsonization sow Ti4 to anthorize what I

vall the de- c“ocoﬂllﬂ¢ Lonn of the lower Avwo:h Niver—--—if indeed shey were a

v to such evenis
"In a country s richly endowed with four- le~~ed wredotors, 1o it

«00 much vo exnect officieldom to dive st itumelf of its inherent clocls of

rodnrectices, ond to attesnt to Lirike a nore renosonanhle balance between
Twae novlatiang omd tuo=le~rnd ovedators? Twwideatly it isd

"As traffic on the 1974 Awuuﬁ_Tendaho Tettvey dnereecen, 1% 1o not
ciffienlt to vi malize the corly cradiention and evtinetina of mony of
e leso comton srecics of ~ove in the lower Awnsh resion. Io it et
vl thinine-=by o veterinoarion-—bthat the naintenance of tsetse--{ly

in Wollesa and - Illubsohor Provinces renrescnta the only Joint hone of
! Y L
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crvvival Tor the ~orme oo labdon o of these re~ion. s

Caloo denline it Nthionio, the follow asoexecnts are from o "i973-<4
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“'Phe Akebo River

. "Over a hundred Nuer crocodile hunters were cncountored Fordiane the
“7hilo River. They =oid That'thcy viere huatine the crocodile in pools
and caves, The skins from the crocodile would cventually be unld to

comeone at Jakoa who shinned then to Khertoum. Two deys later come of
“““ these same men were seen at Ciam. They had fresh skins., At o water~holé,
athers were met who had dus three crocodiles out of their coves and hoving:

wiinned then, left their coarcosses to nollute the water.®

e Baro River—-Nrncodile

""hese unfortunate rentiles ~21re bLeins hunted merciledsly for their

siinie vy lerse verties of “Tuer mnters.  Th
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eve been comoletely cleaned

2t from large -ectiong of the AlurerO’Rlvor.”

~e DAY STA
The follosing excerot 1.;from International Zoo News (Vol. 21-2, No. 119
21 Verch 1974:

identiles Malavaia

"The Comnany wos Tormed and resistered in Xuala unvur 1n November
G773, The w»romoters aore the writer and two local businesaren end
concervationti st e, |

"The prinery objects of the Company ore the conocerveti Lon, breoding,
cesring end farming of certoin sveciés of erocodiles, The aim to orovide
cutntities of young enimals for release into orotected hobitats 1o erbodied
rothe Comveny Vemorandum of Association.

"Al1l conitel fﬁnﬂing 1 coming from the nromoters who zre to run the
~oanure on covmercizl lines to achieve celf- il fic ciency. As non-commercial

sae tern aims cuch as the le)CﬂiTLW of endyntwerwxl mecies will reovire
ranelal suvvort, © mall Zoolosical Gorden JRUCiﬁlising in rentiles ond
inenl fawne is heine milt in this r%arxi¢¥1V ~rowine touri st resord.

"Gete receivnt inccme will be used to hurchn;e lemd for the uecond
shase. A minirum of 70 meres in a coruntry ores will be ousht to contaoin
the moin breedines veng., neeinl reauirerments ore (1) a nleati™l frech
witor o oouree which (2) 15 not likely to be contorinated for seversl
eocdes with (3) oros lmlt[ to adequate food source ond (4) reasoneble
T DCRCSS, (

"Avert rom the riocing treand in landanricos the need for {hisgs

Pitlional Toad dn nnt conddered an enrly oriority as it i35 the mie. ont

tioan to cLordt it sprenng of Lrvnntore aninals whiech will onlv later



P

ks

 fe§uire extensive conditions for breoding..: Adult animals cannot be
ﬁ%ollcctad and confined without hish losses through trauma and fiechting,
that is, assuning adults con be located rad can~ht. (It is known that
sroups reiszed torether require less snace than o normal wild nonulation
density ). |

"o attemntjwill be made to obtain all srecies,  Snecial attention

will be given to (Toniwtom~ zchlereli) and (Grvinlis ronceticus) ond

several srouvs of each, if obtoineble, will be the ain, (Orocodvlus

poromg) end (Alliector wiossicsinienuig) will be kent in quantity for

rrowth rate and brecdins ~tudies.,
"Ultimately mccessful breedins will nroduce laree nunbers of
it aoring for relente or distribuition.  2arnlug animols with accentahle

it cheracteriotics will be culled =nd the rovenue from hidesg will be

Uzed to wunmport the ovnerctions,

"Close liaison with local universities is being develoved and

anonorntion with other intercsted worties will Ve welcomed,

3

"Phe formetion ond ertoniishment of the rroject is not =oinsg to be
withoutbjrobloﬁs, but 27 its fuwll notential i realised breedins mene mools
of endangercd cmeeics will have been crented ©nd the confidence of the
ororioters will not have been wismlaced.
"T would be very pleascd to heor from interested nconle, PYlease
write to me at Rentiles ﬁalayaia, 24 MWorthom Rond, Peneng, Melovoia,n
' -=Ken ine,

P :
Rene ltonc~ver, who oubmitted the abeove item, adds thaet the Zirich Zoo

L

oo sont two Osteolroenns “otyre

sl g to Tir. Simg for inclusion in his nheject.
‘-‘".‘KV_YT vT\ )l« {J‘I

Hdeyne Tines cmbnits the followine itens

"The poverntent of Cuecensland, Auzdrcelia, nassed its wildlife

zontervation ordinsices in Anust, 1974, Tiace then thevy have vlcced hoth
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svecleo of Avcivelion crocodiles on the nrotected list in that agtatc,  This

closcs the last area where croendiles could be hunted ler~ ally in ~11 of

Anpctrelia, ond Lhereby eclo :e.r the loonholce which has ver sitted crecinens
cilled dn the orthern territoriecs to he tnaled to Gueenoland Tor aleJM
;. * : ) . ~
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Jrmes Poreld, oditor .
TPloinvicw, JO V. 3. A,
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